


QURAN ENCYLOPAEDIA

WITH RESPECT AND CONGRATULATION AND ALSO
SERC RODK IS THE BEST WAY FOR ACQUINT
DIVINE HUMAN PROGEAM SCIENTIST  KNOLEGE
MEN AND ALSO WRITERS BY SENDING

THETR PUBLICATION

IN COLLECTION MOAREE ISLAMY AND DURAN
AND ALSO THETR GUIDENCE WOULD MAKE PLEAS
50 DEFEND FROM HOLY QURAN sacnamgmf AND
ETRAT

CHEHEL SOTOON INSTITUTION
GENERAL LIBRARY

MASGED GAMEH TEMRAN

SHATEH HASSAN SAEED

Pl B Tl bt 1



in the ngme of Aflah the Beneficent,
the Mereiful

The day when the foundation of cre=
ation was laid and mankind came into
being, the Creator of the Universe put
the Truth of the universe, by way of
regulations and laws or Divine Laws and
religion, at the disposal of humans =o
that they might be able to reasch the
shores of deliverance within this wide
and dangerous world, and benifit from
the advantages of this world and so
live eternally under the merciful and
compassionate rays of truth. This schleme
began from the very first day and the
sublime teachings of humanitarianism
waere revealed to mankind succsssivaly
until the time came for the last rro-
phet, Mohammad Ihn Abdullah(S.4.).
Through him the final program of cre-
ation was revealed. But from the be-
o2inning till the end of the life of
this world, people have never bsen anc
will never be uniform in their rela=
tion to the truth of the universe, and
do not view the Divine Flan witn the
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same views. Rather, they are always
aituated in opposing sides. There hus
always been the group on the side of
truthy supporting the teachings of the
prophets, who have always attempted

to manifest the truth and show ils re-
ality. While the other group have been
the captives of their desires and whims
and have atteumpted to satiabte their
instincts, and in order to reach their
personal desires attempl to make others
their pawns. These two groups have al-
waye been at war and evading one anc=
ther. At different times, either group
has gained the upper hand, but it has
never happened that one group has been
able to completely exterminate the
other., Islam came and in an unambigu-
ous message revealed the most excel=
lent and complete humane plan to the
children of Adamj it officially an-
nounced that it was the last world
plan which the Lord of the Universe
would send for mankind. It has no in-
adequacies which must be fullfilled,
nor does it lack anything which must
be compensated for. The nature of the
universe functions according to Is=
lam'a doctrines and one who conti=
nuoug his life according to this world
prineciple will undoudtedly find good
fortune, will enjoy the full benifits
of this universe and will be success-



full and will find eternal lifej and
he who goes against the orders of the
Creator, no matter how happy and use~
ful he views himself, will still be a
loser and will leave this world of ups
and downs empity=handed. Eeliglon was
presented tc humans in a complete and
extensive form, and there remain no
ambigious and unclear points which the
Holy Prophet did not explaln. The sub=-
ject of leadership and the manner of
ruling, upon which the purity of the
easence of religion is founded, was e-
lucidated by the Honored Frrophet in
submission to the Lord's Order. From
the time of the advent of his prophetw
hood until the time of his death, he
repeatedly spoke concerning this mat-
ter and brought the attention ol the
various nations to this essential prin-
ciple: If a nation does not have & lea-
dership which accepts the Divine Com=
mand, it inevitably will suffer damage
and injury end will always live mise-
rably and wretchedly. He emphasized
this point greatly and stated it so
un-ambiguously that it can be stated
that one of the greatest mi iy
the Holy Prophet was that
Ject, his successors and 1
of people towards them, he has most i°
clearly stated that if a men (awaré
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whole life standing on one foot, wor-
shipuing in the most holy of pldCES
which is the House of God between the
pillars and the holy rock, but if he
does not accept the true leadership

of Telam, meaning Ali and his descen-—
dents, his worship will have no value.
This Tradition and guideline will hold
true until the Day of Judgement. MNus-
lims musat find their salvation in obe-
dience to the Divine Commands under
the leadersiiip of the rightful succes-—
sors of the Holy Prophet, and must ac-
cept the Koran and the descendants of
the Holy Frophet as instruments for
their well-being and prosperity. Other-
wise, their 1life on earth and in Lhe
hearafter will be defiled. They will
suffer the worst fate in this world
and will not be able to make use of
their life. Rather they will always
wish for their own death.

The religion of God was perfected.
The Holy Praphet according to Divine
Law, passed away from this world., Those
people who had not truthfully accep=-
ted the religion took advantage of the
situation, and following their own ig-
norance and in order to gain power o-
ver this corrupt world and to full-
fill their desircus whims, they went
against the Divine Orders. In order
to be able to attain their inauspi-
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cious goal, they took aim at a basic
principle of Islam and opposed the ba-
sis for the Imammate and the Caliphate.
The idea was that if they could gain
the leadership and the power TO govern,
they could easily interpert and para=-
phrase the laws and regulations to their
own advantage, in truth a mixture self-
invented. By governing according to
their own desires and enacting the laws
accordingly, they made others their
pawns.

Ali, Amir Al Momenin(Leader of the
Faithful)(A.B.), who according to the
Order of the Sublime Lord should be the
successor of the Holy Frophet and talke
responsibility for the guidance of men,
wag confronted with a world of diffi-
culties. This pericd was so difficult
for Ali that history has recorded his
life among his fellow beings as the
most oppressed of humans Decalse, in
order to save the religion of God and
keep the basis of Islam from being de=
ranged, he patiently waited in the face
of all these calamities. Ile did not
raise a hand against all this so That
the foundation of Islam could become
strong and so that the newly converted
Muslims would not turn away from Islam
and problems would not apise. ALl was
unable to claim the caliphate at that
time because there were vaprlous Eroups
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who for various reasons were in dis-—
cordance with him and viewed his lea-
dership as deterimental to themselves.
Their faith had not become firm and
upright. Inevitably this split within
the Muslims would have influenced true
Islam to lose its luminious feature
and the true Muslims would have been
unable to disperse the truth of Islam
to the present and future generations
till the passing of time would cause
the TFrophet to be forgotten. So Ali
had to wait and in the face of all
these events be self-posscssed so that
he could in a true sense fullfill his
leadership obligation, which was the
saving of religion and familiarizing
people with Islam, At this juncture
the reader should be reminded of an
important point of attention: The lea=-
der and Imam and the protector and
guardian must be a perscn capable of
safeguarding the religion in any age
or time, and leading those people who
want to continue their life in the
shade of religion, and not allowing

a situation to arise whieh would cause
the religion of God to border on de=-
cadence or would allow the religious
to be wholly exterminated and hence
kecp the succesive generations from
learning the truth of religion., There-
fore, this duty of the leader takes on



L

P
different requirements throughout the
history of life, and his rolicy chane
ges and the program of action takes
new shape according to the situation
of the world and the people within it.
Lven Though all the Divine leaders and
the Holy Family and the sent prophets
have all had but one goal and destina-
tion in mind and all were treading the
same path, it has been the sgituation
of their surroundings which has caused
differences in their actions. It is on
this basic principle that we have trust-
worthy traditions showing that each
Imam had a special line of action and
was glven a special gituation to deal
with by the Glorious Lord. And one of
the reasons for the plurality of Imams
and leaders of Islam and their limita-
tion within twelve bodies has to do
with this point which must be discussed
at its proper place.

Twenty five years passed and how
hard and unbearably they went by.Ali
(AeS.) was meeting negative resistance
in all affairs. It could be said he was
experiencing a cold wal, until the day
when the people came after him and an
opportunity arose for him to express
his supremacy. But even in this short
period of opportunity(4 years of cali-
phaey), he was so hindered and tormen-
ted and the enemies of Islam were so
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adamently againgt him that he became
heartbrokens, He then drank the drink
of martyrdom and with the sentenceI
swear to the Lord of Kaaba, I have
been released", he announced his deli=-
verance. While in the process of doing
his duties, he gave up his life to the
Giver of Life.

The twenty-first of Ramazan, the
40th year of Hejrat, Imam Hassan read
a sermon and announced the death of a
great man of humanity whom the world
had never known the like and will never
know again. e then announced his leader-
ship to the people and in a short while
forty thousand people paid allegiance
to his caliphacy. But in resistance to
hig ecaliphacy, the people of Shaam laid
the foundation for opposition by accep-
ting the leadership of FMuawiya. Not
only did they pay their allegiance,
but in order to do away with the prin-
ciples of Islam and exerminate the
Chaste and Pure Family, they increased
their extensive activities. In order
to gain their ill-~intentioned goal,
their activities spread beyond Shaam
and sowed so much intrigue in Iraqg that
in a ghort while, with the deceit and
intimidation and corrupt allurement of
Muawiya, the army whiech Imam Hassan had
been able vo gather was soon lost to
the other side. Imam Hassan announced
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mass prayers and all the people gathered
at the Jame Mosque,

Imam Hassan(A.8.) zave a sermon
amongst the crowded gathering., He be=
gan by praising and eulogizing the Lord,
and then said that God has made Holy
Wars incumbent upon Muslims. He hag
made it unattroctive as it is not in
accordance with the desire and nature
of humans, but He has ordered those va-
lorous warriors to be patisnt on the
Troad of sacrifice, as God loves the pa-
tlent. "Know people, that you will not
reach honourable distinctions and your
high hopes unless you show sacrifice
and forbearance in the face of diffie
culties and disappointments. It has been
reported to me that Muawiya has become
aware of our final decision that there
should be war against him and our
planned march to Shaam and is now mat-
ching towards us. You also go to Lhe
Nakhlieh Fortressz which belongs to you.
Hay your God have Merey on you and the
Blessings of God be upon youe We will
meet again in Nakhlieh and then will
take that action which you and we see
a5 appropriate." In the face of these

hort but to the point words, such fear
nd alarm took hold of the people, that
't was ag if the stamp of silence had
een stamped on each of their lips and
C one gave an affirmative response.
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Adi bin Eatam, that grand pious warrior
was so alfected by this silence that he
began yelling.

"How far you have strayed from the
distinetion of true humanity and how
much has this world focled yous The son
of the Provhet(8.A.), the Imam of his
time, calls on you and you do not come
ply to him. Is it possible to imagine
a greater disgrace? Have you no fear
of God's punighment?" Then he turned
himself towards Imam Hassan and acknow=—
ledged his obedience and showed his sub-
missiveness to his lord's orders and
made ready to start for WNakhlieh alocne,
telling the assembly, "wWhoever that
wants to come, we will talk further
there," He entered Nakhlieh alone and
made up the military base by himself.
After him, Gheis bin Saad bin Abadeh
and lMoaghal bin Gheis and Ziad bin Saa
saateh Altamimi gave their speeches.
Imam Hassan prayed for these warriors,
and without further hesitation set out
for war against the Umayans, the current
enemies of Islama. According to histori-
ans, his army consisted of from twenty
to Tforty thousand. Any reader when he
reaches these figures inevitably wone-
ders what happened that Imam Hassan,
with such a huge army, could not defeat
Muawiya. But one should not overlook
the important point that the larger the
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assembly, if there is no union of
thought and goal and everyone thinks

in his own self-interest and makes plans
in his own mind, the disadvantages will
be greater and they will be closer to
defeat. The greater the difficulty and
dispersion, the greater the weakness
and humiliation will be. When the dig=
tinguished BSheikh Mofid, who is among
the great scholars of Islam, reaches
this point, he says that the divisions
of Imam Hassan's army congisted of five
main groups and each group had ifts own
special goal in mind and were following
the Imam for their own special reason
and within each group there were indi-
Viduals who were after yet mor private
goals, As a result, there was no concen=
tration of power and only a bunch of
dispersed men, unobedient and after
their own desireg, had fallen in behind
Imam Hassan ibn Ali, From the other side,
Muawiya with his ill-intenticned goal

of ruling the Muslim poulation, plunde-
ring the treasury and doing away with
the principles of Islam, had made his
plang well in adwvance and had cocllected
the contents of the treasury of the lHus-
lims specifically for this purnose and
had gathered a group of ambitious people
desirous of high positions in government
around himself, As a result, even though
Imam Hassan had within such a short time



after the martydom of his fabher ri-
sen and acted in order to do away with
this dangerous being(Not even a month
had elapsed before all the preparation
for crushing the enemy had provided him
with a plan%, several factors were
against hime. In his own army, the dig—
persion within the ranks, each group
having its own ideas, and most impors-
tant of all, the propaganda of the Kha=-=
waraj group which had turned the truth
inside out and had even ereated doubt
and hesitation amongst the reople con-
cerning the holy stalus of the Prophet's
family, thus causing the people to view
them without honor and nok accept their
leadership; and from the other side,
money and persuasion and corrupt allure-
ment had allowed freedom to all those
worsinippers of this world to pillage
the wealth of lMoslems and rule over
their families.(Only by supporting Mu-
awiya's caliphaecy could such a gitua-
tion be brought about.) When faced with
811l these adversities, Imam Hassan(A.8.)
in order to save the religion of (God,
was forced to wait and accept the de=
ceitful proposal of Muawiya for peace.
when the spies and bribe-takers began
their activities and the army of Imam
Hassan betrayed him and allied them-
selves with Muawiya, Imem Hassan momen-—
tarily studied the real situation of



the Muslimg and Islam in these dark
and sensitive ecircumstances and undere=
stood his responsibility to save the
religion of God and familirialize men
with Him, There should never ariss a
time when guidance should cease to EX=-
ist for the people and they become ime
mersed in error and be unable to find
the truth, hence becoming subject to
falsehood. There has to be a light so
that the seers of truth may use it and
s0 that the base elements of soclety
are prevented from going astray. In
this interval, he remembered that the
Holy Prophet had said, "My effspring
Hassan is a great leader whom God has
destined to restore relations between
two groups of Muslims and make up what
is lacking and fill up the ety pla=-
ces." If the Imam(A.S,) had.not accep=
ted the peace proposal(which action

was pleasing to God) and thus revealed
the truth about Muawiya and his deceit-
ful plans to the world, the division
between the prineciples of the Eroup
worshipping God and the group following
their desires would not have been clear—
ly defined. And the two groups would
not have been shown to the world as they
really were. If compeslled to continue
to war, lose his life and his brotherh
and those of his faithful followers
(those who were beginning to be saved
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from the file injustice and who no lon=
ger wanted to sit and listen to the abe=
surd narrating of date eaters and those
gone astray which would cause them to
begin to tremble all over and so each
day, in different ways, be at the recei-
ving end of the butt and injustice of
friends and enemies alike,), undoubled-
ly Muawiya would have gained a victory
againat them and while, in the name of
Islam, ruling over the populace, would
have spread his poisened mentality
throughout the Muslim worldj; the blood
of Hassan and his followers would have
been shed in vain. lore importantly, fu-
ture Muslims and those who want to be
connected with truth would have had no
example of truth and excellence before
them and there would have been no cohe=-
sion between the past and the future.
The Islam which Muawiya would force
upon the people would necessitate regu-
lations which would spill the blood of
Muslims in order to establish the rule
of the most degenerate individualsj
over the prineiples and qualities of
Muglims. How could such a religion be
acceptable to the people? Inevitably,
the Islam of the future would have no
correspondence with the Islam which the
Prophet had brought, and no individual
would be left to bring about this con=
tinuity and teach the true religion of



God to the people. There would only

be men who would parapharase and in-
terpert all the laws and regulations
to their own advantage. Therefore, the
Imam with true insight comprehended
this important point and immediately
began a cold war. By arranging a peace
treaty of which nine points of the
certificate were the annuling of Mua=-
wiyas caliphacy, he undermined Muawiyas
arrangements for injustice and opprege=
sion, and he himself manisfested the
face of truth through msekness snd pa=
tience and showed the Muslims and fu-
ture generations that such people are
ignorant of Islam which does not per—
mit such injustice and oppression. If
the true regulations of religion and
God's Orders are carried out under the
guidance of the teachings of Islam and
& Divinely appointed ruler, it will
secure the prosperity of the society.
This truth must be shown positively
and negatively so that the fulure ge-
nerations may be able to judge corect=
ly. Naturally, it required a certain
period of time for the parties, in or-
der to reveal themselves and their
goals, to be able to make use of the
opportunities arising. Hassan ibn Ali
(A.S.) accepted peace and after his
revolt became silent, and with his si-
lence achieved the greatest victory
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againsgt Muawiya and his followers; Imam
Hussein, after the martyrdom of his bro
ther did not break the silence and did
not change the cold war to a hot one un
til the situation became ready and that
which was yet hidden in the opponents'
intentions had become obvicus and mani-
feste Finally Muawiya, that deceitful
actor, ended his acting by dying. Then,
to reap the vrofits gained by Imam Hase
sans silence after his initial revolt,
Imam Hussein(4.S.) revolted, and with
this sction, all that which had taken
nlace during this prolonged span of si-
lence became apparent to all and the
true face of the partiez ond farness

of Muawiya and his family from Islam
pecame obvious. Therefore, the times
and opportunities of the situations of
the day necessitated revolt one day and
silence the next, and Hussein continued
the silence till one day, with his Te-
volt, he saved the world from injustice
and oppression. It is here that the dif
ference between men of God and those
after wordly positions and wealth bew
comes apparent. The goal of the Godly
reople is that the Divine religion and
regulations remain strengthened and
people become familiar with the truth
and g0 reach their Goed. Whether they

be in the most extreme case of hardship
facinz the worst situastion and be the



butt of false accusations or lose their
dear ones in the battlefield and them=
selves be a prey of vicious animals and
gavage humans or be in the positicn of
the caliphaey obeying the wishesg of the
Lord, all thege situations are the same
for them. At any stage in the different
stages of life in which they find them-
selves, they only desire God and live
for Him. In this way, they realize them=
selves as having arrived in the position
of the viecinity of the Lord.

And so when Jubair and others asked
Imam Hassan if he would attempt to gain
the caliphacy, Hazrat said,"The Arabs
were at my will and would do as I
pleased, but for the sake of pleasing
the Lord and saving the descendents of
Mohammad(S.A),I did not claim the ca=-
liphate." At another place he said,"I
did not like to bring about the kil=
ling of people." On his road to gain
authority, he desired God, and it was
for God that he would revelt or remain
silent, But as for those people who
worshipped this world are concerned,
their only goal and destinaticn is to
reach a position where, under its 1n-
fluence, they can fill their own sto-
machs and acheive their worldly de-
gireg. Whether they call themselves
Muslims or some other name, whether
Islam be enforced or be erased for al-
ways, whether the Divine regulations
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take on reality or become the victims
of passions and desires, if they gain
their desired authority, all the excel=
lent morality and buman virtues will
be destroyed, humans will be suscepti=-
ble to thousands of hardships and be-
come captives, Therefore, the cold war
of Imam Hassan(A.S.) and the uncondi-
tional terms with which Imam Hussein
(A.8.) followed him both clearly un—
veiled this truth and revealed both
sides to human society. It is appropri=-
ate at this time to review for the rea-
ders the history between Imam Hassan
and Muawiya so that they may be able ©
to see how quickly Imam Hassan got re=-
gults from his action, which was one
with God's will, and with what speed
Muawiya revealed his deceitful plans.
After the peace treaty, Muawiya
formed a2 vast aszembly in HNakhlieh
and Kuffa, The men and heads of the
various families all were represented
in audience. Imam Hassan was asked to
be inecluded in this gathering in the
hope that people would follow their
"alliance", Muawiya was unaware that
God would disgrace him forever and
would make this disgrace known to so=-
ciety. The gathering assembled and Mu=-
awiya went to the pulpit, addressed
the people and with a loud voice said:
"People know that the religious com-
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munity after the passing away of the
Frophet was not ordained by him to

have any differences unless false groups
gain predominsnce over the followers

of the truth," Here, a truth was re=
vealed and the people officially ac-
cepted it as the truth, Muawiyvae imme=
diately realized the situation and that
he had condemed himgelf. He took a
breath, regained his composure snd said,
"It is only this community which has
not had to face such a situation." But
he was unable to set anywhere with this
saying. He had said a truth and the
people had accepted the truth. So,
without any shame, he continued his
speech and said:"I swear by God that

I did not begin war with you go that
you would do prayer, fast, go on the
pilgramage to the House of God and pay
your poor due. You do all these already.
I only warred with you in order to rule
over you and be your ruler, And God

has given me this rank even though you
did not feel me capable of this posi=
tion and were averse to this." His
speech ended, and the people became
aware of the situation and that thej
had played into his hands and handed
over their religion and had brought
about a rulerghip for him, It did not
take long before he unveiled his de-
ceitfulness and with perfect explicit-
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ness revealed his true character by
saying: "I will not be faithful to
any of the conditions or promises
which I have made to Hassan ibn Ali.
The blood which has been spilled is
in vain and the treaty is under my
reet." Then his tongue opened, and
whatever he had in his heart concern-
ing the holy peosition of Amir Al Moo=
mencen, Ali(A.S.) and his chaste fa=
mily, he put into words. He showed
boldness and rudeness and in reality
showed his belligerence towards the
bagis of relipion and the Frophet of
Islam and his successors., Those peo=
ple who were listening to his speeach,
looked at one another, and with the
feeling that had come over them said,
"How we have become Tooled," and were
even thus self-restrained. Abdul Rah-
man bin Shareeck, according to famous
lradition writers, cried out and said,
"This was a dishonoring done heedless
of God." Abu Eshagh Sabee said,"I swear
to God, luawiya is a trickster and
deceiver." The gathering became con-
vulsive, but Muawiyas forces kept the
order. Umar bin Aas, Lhe famous trickee
ter wanted to show his epposition to
the general clamor and save Muawiya'ls
face. He managed to reach Muawiya and
told him to ask Imam Hagsan to come
to the pulpit and speak concerning
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this subject. This was in the hope of
bringing an end to the anxiely and dig=
content of the gathering. He thought
that if Imam Hassan took the pulpit,
he would not be capable and =z the
weakness of his friend would thus be
compensated for. For he felt that what
familiarity would an audience of camsl
herders, persons whose eyes and sars
were filled with this world and had
lost their intelligence and whom sin
and disobedisnce to God had place out-
side the boundaries of humanity, have
with the distinction of an Imam, a
leader and authority of the Divine boun-
deries. How could they understand that
he, with God's guidance, had complete
knowledge of this kingdom of the uni-
verse and knew all aspects of the pre~
sent situation. And if by God's order,
in order to save the truthful religion,
he waits patiently and acts meskly in
the face of these defiled individuszls,
it is because ha has an excellent goal;
becauge the world and all that is in
it is smaller than that which could
make the smallest impression upon Hag-
san bin Ali, Imam Hassan(A.35.) went to
the pulpit and spoke to the people and
eXplained the truth in simple and clear
language, and gave the excellent les=-
son of humanity to the people of the
orld so that the people of that day
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and the future could know what the pro=-
phets, the guiding leaders and holy
men want from life and according to
what prineiples they continue theirp
life and what ineidents make them une
comfortable; what behavior people
shiould have in these various cireum=
stances and what manners they should
adepty what crimes Muawiya and his col-
legues had been guilty and are now
guilty ofs and that aware people are
thogse who take counsel from all theze
happenings and work for the benifit

of religion in order for it to remain
stable and lasting for the duration

of &ll these events.

Imam Hassan(A.S5.) first began his
sermon with praise and eulogy of God,
as is the habit of this family, and
said:"Praise is for Cod as the worship-
Pers have praised Him, and I bear wit=
ness that, but for Him, there is no
obther god worthy of worship of what
those testifiers to His unity have teg-
tified. 4nd I bear witness that Moham-
mad (lMay the peace of God be upon him
and his descendents) was God's slave
and sent by Him. The Great Lord sent
bim for the guidance of humanity and
made nim the trusbee of His reveala—
tions so that without adding or sub-
tracting, he related to men whatever
calle from the source of revealation,
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May God's infinite Mercy be upon Mo=
hammad and his family,"

Then, he brought the subject to
his own present situation and intro-
duced himself to the people and said:
"I swear by God, I hope to be the best
well=wisher of men for the Creation of
God and not to have gathered any ran-
cour in my heart for any Muslim and I
have never wished a Muslim evil and
have never desired the failure of Is=
lam, Enow that which comes to you dif-
ficultly through soclety and co=ordi=
nation with Muslims is better than
what you think of by yourself and go
at alone. I know you better than you
know yourself, and reflect better for
you and my opinions and views are more
correct than yours. Come and do not
80 against my orders and do not reject
my opinion and judgement. The Almighty
Lord included you and I in His Forgive-
ness and guided us to a road which is
the cause of well being and happiness
and a cause for making our hearts kind
to one another,”

Then Imam Hassan took charge and
preached a fundamental lesson to the
crowd and said:"People! Know that there
is eleverness and sagacity in piety
and chaste conduct, and foolishness
and ignorance in debauchery; only he
can know himself as intellement who
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keeps God in mind, and he who dwells
in sin is not using the power of his
intellect and with his own foolishness
has made himgelf unfortunate and has
given up his opportunity. What grea-
ter privilege than that humans can
spend their matural heritage in order
to destroy themselves? I swear to the
Almighty God that if you search the
Fast and West of the world you will
find no man except me and my brother
Hussein whose grandfather is the Fro=
phet of God, and you know that the
Lord of the world guided and illumined
humanity through the light of the know=
ledge and excellence of my grandfather,
If the leader of Islam had not been,
the world would have no light. S0 you
were saved from deviation and being
lost by his efforts and by way of him
gained knowledge of your ignorance
and God made you dear through his gran-
deur after you were the abject and
pawn of this and that. You were a small
people who had no value in society.
God, through His Graciousness, by way
of my ancestor, gave you greatness.

In the face of all these bounties
which the High Lord has favored by
way of the bleseings of my ancestor,
Myawiya has usurped my undeniable
rights and disputes with me concerning
the duty which God and the Prophet
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wanted for me, What a great injustice
he has done %o the society of huwansg,
He has sworn men to deviation. In the
midst of all this, I have studied the
situation and with careful congidera-—
tion have reflected that the benifit
and thoughtful fate of Islam lies in
my Putting out this seditious fire and
not allowing the thinking of Muawiya
and his collegues to rule over the Mus-
lims forever, Instead of allowing op=
Pressive people and professional traie
tors to always, with theip thinking,
pass injustice and oppression on the
people in the name of religion and
caliphacy, let me burn right here and
be annihalated, but let the seditious
fire ang corruption in the name of re=
ligion be put out for always. Peorple,
Jou paid allegiance to me 50 that with
whomever we made FPedce you also would
be at peace, and with whoever we
warred you too would be at war, 1 saw
-1t in the best interest to change the
hot war to a cold one and make up with
Muawiva so0 to end the war and there-
fore gave certain conditions for the
end of hostilities. In this manner, I
Nade a treaty with him, For your wel=
fare and the securing of the greatness
Of Islam, I saw that the shedding of
tblood at this time would not have a
Eesirahle effect and your blood will
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be wasted and it is better that we
save this elean blood till I can,

with that warm and preeiocus blood,
save our religion from the hands of
the vile and clear this phase of the
world from insipid polytheism and in-
justice. Then, teach the people of the
world the lesson of immortality and
familirize all with the truth of reli-
gion. This God=ordained action of mine
is a test and a trial for you, that
you may benifit from in the future.
Your level of acknowledgement of the
Imams and obedience to God and the Pro-
phet will be shown."

The speech reached this point and
the Imam turned his attention to the
gpreading of lies by Muawiya and said:
"Muawiya has told you that I consider
him gualified to be the caliph and am
not myself prepared for this post. How
he hag lied! We, the family of the Pro-
phet, according to the words of God
and the Frophet, are the most preferred
to rule over the people, as the Almigh-
ty God has wvouschafed our chastity in
the surah of Purification(Tatheer).But
from the moment that the Holy FProphet
returned to God, we have been the tar-
gets of the injustice and oppression
of the dissentors, our rights have been
continuously usurped, our properties
and belongings have been subject to
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the whims and desires of the oppressor,
and that which the Holy Frophet had
left for our mother, was unjustly ta-
ken away from her, I swear by the Al-
mighty God if on the day which the

Holy Prophet had passed away the peo=
ple had gone to the door of the house
of my father, the Leader of the Faith-
ful, and had obeyed the Order of God
and the Prophet concerning his right

to rule, the heavens would have sent
their blessings and the earth would

not have withheld its endless benifits
from them." (That is, Muslims, by obey=-
ing the Orders of the Divine, could
have made use of all the worldly and
spiritual benifits of life, and not
only could they make the earth a center
for their activities but they could
also reach up to the heavens and pro-
fit from the Divine Benifits and Mer-
¢y of Truth, But these poor people
closed their eyes and did not use their
intelligence, made themselves limited
and restricted and prisoners of their
lusts. As a result, they put the collar
of servitude on their necks.) Since
they did not leave the job to the mas-
ter and did not accept the rulership

of Ali, inevitably imternal wars began
within the Quarish tribe and things

got to a point that the freed slaves
and the sona of the frasd wlaves rATe-



ted the caliphate and made the leader-
ship and rule over the Muslim society
something to be coveted. And so, Muawi=
va and his companions brought them=
selves near to this position.(Fie upon
jyou, wheel of fortune, fie)The Prophet
(Beho) of God said that any time a ETOuL
or & nation pulb its trust for its work
and leadership in the hands of one a-
mong them who is not the most knowledge-
able, then such a soeciety will end up
in corruption and humiliation. As long
as it does not chanse this situation
and pive the reins of affairs to one
knowledpeable, its distinction and fore
tune will not return and it will not
reach honor. Then Imam Hassan turned
the pages of history and picked out

the appropriate page concerning this
matter so the people would take warning,
and said:"The tribe of Israel did not
follow Aaron, the successor and caliph
of Moges, and followed Sameri instead.
The Islamic community also put my fa-
ther aside and followed others, even
though they knew that God's Prophet

had said to my noble father, "In my
community, you are to me as Aaron was
to Moses, except only that you cannot
hold the position of prophethood.' And
this same Muslim nation were witness
when my noble ancestor on the day of
Ghadir Khum picked Ali, the Leader of



L~

the Faithful, for the position of ca=-
liphate and said, 'Those of you who

are now present and see that I have
pointed out Ali to you and have picked
him for the caliphate must report this
to those who are not pressnt here.' It
was these same people that caused the
Prophet to flez from iecca from the
hands of the unbelievers and take re-
fuge in a cave. If these people would
nave helped him, he would have never
fled. liy noble father, because he asked
people for their assistance and ([hey
did not respond, and did not honor the
allegiance which they had paid to him,
g8lso retired and went into seclusion
and waited for an opportune time. rlhe
Glorious Lord did not reprowve Aaron
when peonle did not follow him and he
went info silence. 1In the same way,
when the Great Frophet of Islam could
not bear the unbelievins Quairish any
longer, and took refuge in a cave in
order to save his life and the heritug
of Islam, the Lord did not reprove him
but showed Hig Grace on him. In the
same way my Ifather and I, when people
turned their backs on us and the com=-
munity became completely insclent und
dlsobedlent we were forced to retire
in order to save the canons and perma-
nancy of Islam, and have WElUEdJ;G' a
new opwortunity to arise. This is a

i
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traditon of whiech the Great Lord hes
approved. mvery isgnorant person learns
from the knowledgeable and incidents
come one after another, and with each,
one must act for the benifit of reli=-
gion according to the situation of that
day and so struggle azainst those withe
out religion.,"

Then the Imam spoke concerning the
critical issue of beinp alienated from
the truthful successor ol the religion
(the Imams) and said: "I swear to IHim
who gave the prophet of Islam his mig-
sion, no one can be deterimental to or
cdisobedient To us without having first
lowered hig standing before God and ma-
king himself wvalueless, As a result,
ne will not profit from his actions in
this world. Also, there will never be
a notion formed which is apainst us or
8 npower which ia deterimental to us
wiose final fate will not be to our bee
nifit. Time and the future will reveal
this truth so you will see how we PTO=
fit from the opression of the unjust
and ow they will drown in a whirlpool
of suffering and ill=fortune." At the
conclusion of his speech, he brought
the attention of the pecple to Muawiya
and told nim: "Muawiya, you have not
well remembered my noble falbher. Know
that 1 am Hassan, the son of Ali, and
Jou dre Muawiya, the son of Sakhar, My
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mother was Fateme and your mother llen-
de. Fy ancestor is the Prophet of God
and your ancestor Utbeh. [y ancestor
is Khadijeh and yours Fatileh. llay
whichever one of us whose name and
identity is more base and whose origin
and tribe is more disgraceful and whose
past history is more wicled and who
has been a greater unbeliever and hy-
pocrite be estranged from the Mercy
of God and have His Curse upon him."
Everyone said 'amen', Those who were
recording these words, when the speech
reached This point, said and wrote
that they also would ask such a thing
from God. Yea, Yea, this is a request
which the lluslim ecommunity mukes, as
they well know their disconfort and
sorrows from this group of cpressors.
After this, Imam IHassan went to lie-
dina and lived there for a period of
ten years until be was martyred. Du=
ring this period, because of his fore-
bearance in bearing of the compromise
and sacrifice, he was able to pdin a
very favorable situation. In that pe-
riod, he had such a reputation in Le-
dina that whenever he weculd leave his
house, 81l would stand up on his way
and would so honor him that the way
would be closed for others passing.
11s reputation spread throughout the
fuslim provinces =o that everywhere
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there was talk of his meckness and hie
mility. He was so thronged that even
his friends were unable to lLave the
opportunity to greet him.It is because
of this that historians have talled
muech about his life in peneral, bul
very liltle about the details of +the
life of Imam Hassan.

During the lifetime of his mapna—
nimous brother, Imam Tuszein(A.S.),
as he nonored hia brother ereatly,
was so completely surrendered unto
him that Imam Bagher(i.S.) has said
concerning Lhis matter: "He never
spoke in confrontabion to his brother,"
For he knew what a sacrifice Imam liag-
san wasg making, by his line of action,
for the sake of saving and preserving
the religion., In truth, no one was as
aware ol this reality as Imam Huscein
(A.8.}. He would see that his brother
would wait patiently in the face of
an enemy who was sayinz that Hassan
ibn Ali had become an unteliever, They
would in a thousand ways abuse and
make accusations against him and he
would only show meekness. They would
be presumptecus and rude to hig father
and family but he would bear it pa=-
tlently. They were putting pressure
on the Shi'a (adherents of the Fro-
rhets family), still he would not say
anything. Imam Hussein knew that this



manner of sacrifice, which his bro=-
ther was making, was more important
and excellent for the situations it
was the saving of the religion of God,
according to the Order of Cod and God's
Frophet. It was for this reason that
the day ti.ey approached him and asked
for hig hsnd in order to oy their sgl=
legiance to him, he replied in the
most clear and explicit way that as
long as his brother was living he would
never take such a sten. sceordin: to
the Will of God, Hassan must must hold
the position of Imam. And it is note-
worthy that through all situations,
Hussein considered the passage of g=
vents in their minutest detail and
upheld this honer angd respect. Islam
profited so greatly from this stlen-
tion and hence the truth of relizion
became revealed, Therefore Muawiya,
with all his power was impotent in the
face of Imam Hassan's popularity and
dignified personality till he saw that
there was no way in which he could ba-
little him and so becams guilty of

the greatest traitorous act snd mup-
dered Imam Hassan ibn Ali. At this
point also, Imam Hussein again did

not break the silence and heroically
bore the death of his brother and re-
commended his fellow brothers and
Shi'as not to raise their swords and
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not to fan the fire of war as the ele-
ments were not Fet ready and such ac=
tion would have been danpgerous at that
time. MAction must be token at a time
waen there is a 100 percent chance of
gaining success from battle and so
secattering the implements of ovression,
It was this completm comprehension and
obedience fo God's COrder which, when
Muawiya, after the martyrdom of Imam
Haszan(h.8.), decided to po on a Haj
and went to Medina, caused the people
not to welcome him even Lthough he came
with all the feoreces at his disposal.
dather, in the face of the strongly
worded speeches heard from Gheis-bin
Saad bin Obadeh, ibn Abbas and others,
ne was unable to give any rational an-—
sewrs. Sut as ig the habit with oppres-
sors, ne ordered that anyone who spoke
in praise of Ali and his excellent fa=-
mily should be tormented in wvarious
ways and be tortured. From this time
orn, Medina and Lhe surrounding Muslim
communities bscame a painful prison
for the friends of the Prophet's fa-=
mily. They were not allowed to congre-—
gate anywhere nor to defend their
righ " 8 passed, and Imam Hussein
co & E@@ ments till he could gain
opport “ﬁt and spear the infected

g and of th yi slim society, and thus
jwq always x the lesson of sacri-
{ :
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fice to the Muslim community and teach
humanity the true spirit of martyrdom.
This waiting continued until the year
57 A.H., when he made a pilgramage to
Eoly Mecca where he gathered a vast
assembly and made people familiar with
cartain truths and requested them to
pass these truths on to Shi'as (those
faithful to the Prophet's family) and
other Muslims. The next year, lMuawiya
was killed and a golden opportunity
came about for Imam Hussein as Yazid
(Muawiya's son), because of his obsti-
nacy and boldness would not be able to
veil the truth. He thersfore ventured
hig life as was his duty. And if Imam
Hagsan would have been alive at this
time, he too certainly would have acw
ted in this way, because Imam Hussein,
during the lifetime and for a period
after the martyrdom of Imam Hassan fol=
lowed the same line of action which
Imam Hassan had followed. Truly, 1t is
here that we can understand this truth.
Tt is said that if it was not for the
forbearance and remission of Imam Has-
san and if the gword of Imam Hussein
had not been pulled from its sheath,
no trace would have remained of reli-
gion. Each one confirmed and created
the background for the other.

To conclude this discussion, it
would be appropriate to quote & gpeech
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: I lyhte,
of Imam Hgggan which “ibAvGhateebeh
(Ve.2,pace f%% Eihﬁgéﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁmﬂhncerning
the principle of friendship. This speec
is very instructive and its knowledge
is essential for the young people of
today.

Imam Fassan said:

"T want to intreoduce you to & friend
of mine. In my opinion, he is the most
valuable of all the people, and the
only thing which has manaped to find
a place in his heart is that this life
and the existing world are small things
in his eyes. He has not given himself
up te his stomach so as to eat what-
ever he wishes and to hoard whatever
he acquires., He is a man who hasg rid-
den himself of ignorance, and does not
put his hands on any action unless he
has weiszhed it and is sure that he
will profit from it. He does not com=
plain of his situation nor take pride
in his opportunities. He never brags
or shows off concerning the works he

dN#ia ; it was his duty t
Pomtanny 0 HEc) [BRARYoa and does ot

Lo S YA

talk “about -itl. WHeHvgtmks are offereu
tﬁm&}@fﬁnd be is, 10t sure which one is
Mmore ﬁfthh&aahm,ﬁggﬁprm, he studies
the matter carefully, and then drops
the task which is his preference and
does the other. Until a matter is pro=
ven to him and he realizes the actua-
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1ity of it, he never talks about it,"

Lord, introduce us to the teachings
of Islam and faver us with the blessing
of the leadership of the sinless Imanms
(A.5.) so that we may, at all times,
be able to carry out our duties,

And rectify the injured hearts of
the Shi'a community concerning the
Imams buried at Baghi(May the peace of
God be upon them) by making a glorious
building there, and make us partners
and sharers in this dead,

Hassan Saesed
Chehel Setoon Library
Masjed Jame'
Tehran, Iran

The anniversary of the birth of
Imam Hassan (A.d.)
Ramazan, 1398
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